"Tomatoes

W/mn tomatoes were first introduced from the /\/cw Wor/a/ to E urope t/u‘:ﬂ were considered to be /oofsonous & most /ocolo/c
shied a way from them or used them on/y as gardcn ornamentals. 5//7(:@ then t/niy have become Z?ﬂ farthe most Popu/ar vegeta-
ble (or Fruit) grown in home gara/cns toalaﬂ. JF you have ever tasted a /70mc~arown, [u//ﬂ v/nc~r//bcnca/

tomato it’s easy to understand W/y. T/]Cﬂ are easy to grow whether from seed or from store boug/zt l’ransp/ants. K cad on to

Jearn how to grow tomatoes succcssfu//ﬂ.

startineg from seed
START SFEDS 6 -8 WEFKS BEFORE. THE LAST FROST DATE. IN YOUR AREA.

i ]:1” scccling trays or Pots with a moistened goocl qualitg seed starter mix. | irm gentlg to remove air Poc‘(cts.
2 SPrink]e seed sparinglg over the surface & coverwith 172 cm (1,/4”) of starter mix. [ress to firm.
3 Flacc trays or pots ina very sunny window or under grow]igl‘w’cs. KCCP soil moist but not ovcrly wet. (Germination should
take P!ace within 8- 11 clays. Kotate trays orpots to i(ecp sccc”ingsgrowing straight. When sccc”ings have cleveloPccl their first
set of mature leaves bcgin Fccding with a ]ight solution of 20-20-20 or LIQUID SEAWEED.
4+ When scec”ings are about 5cm (27) tall transplant them into 10 cm (4) pots setting plants decpcr into the soil then ’chcg were
in the seecling trays. (se a sterilized Potting soil. Continue to grow in a sunny location indoors or outdoors in a cold frame.
TIFM.beForc your tomato Plants are reacly to be Plan’ced thcg will need to be acclimatized to the outdoors: P]acc Plan’cs n
their pots ina Protcctccl location outside for 7-10 dags until thcg are ‘hardened off.
5 thn the P]ants are atleast 10 1 5 cm (4" ~ 6”) tall & outdoor ’ccmpcraturcs no longcr CIIP below i Z"C (55"]:) transP]ant
them into the garc{cn.

transplanting
I ] omatoes should besituated where ’theg will receive P]entg of sun, warmth é»good air circulation. Against a south Facing
wall oFfericedsideal
2 Frepare Planting area bg spading n Plentg of organic matter (compost, SOIL ENERGIZER, Peat moss, mushroom manure)

Dig P[an’cing hdles & work in a balanced fertilizer such as 6 - 8 - 6 or FVEFRGRO
110<1 5-1 9 NTGETABLE-ANDTOMATO FOOD, some bone meal & some lime. Set tomato P!ants 8-10 cm (5 - 4”) deep

!eaving the top'sets of léaves abdve the soilline. Koots will form along the buried stem giving the P]ants lots of stabilitg. SPace

P!ants 45 - 90 ¢m (i 8- 56”) aPartxcor staked or caged P!ants &.90~1.2m (5 ~‘1~1Ct.) apartxcor untrained P!ants.
fertilizing

}:erti]ize tomato P!ants at transplant time, again when fruits have begun to set & every 3 weeks after that. USC a balanced
fertilizersuch as 6-8-6, FVFRGRO
10-15=P 9 VE GETABLE AND TOMATO FOOD, fish fertilizerora sPechCic tomato food. Stop Fer’ti]izing in mid to late August.

watering
\/\/atergourtomato Plants deeplg & even]g ensuring water seeps down deep into the soil around the Plants. \/\/ater at the roots:
avoid wetting the Foliage as this may encourage Funga] discases. Rcmember, cleep Fairly imcrequent waterings are best. When
fruit begins to ripen cut back on watering; heavi!g watered Plants Prduce watery, less Havourful fruits.
harvesting
Pick tomatoes as theg riPen. Bright colour & a s]ight give to the fruits when sq ucezed are the best guic{es to riPeness. [f cool

weather arrives before tomatoes have thoroughly ripened Pick them anyway & ripen on a sunny windowsill. And don’t Forget

fried green tomatoes are considered to be a treat!

determinate &
indeterminate
determinate tomatoes:
i Compac’c bushy varicties that grow to a given height, Procluce all their fruit over a short Period, then stoP growing &

roc{ucing. Theg need no Pruning.

O O

E_xamples: ‘Ce]ebritg’, ‘Oregon Spring’, ‘Roma \/]:’
indeterminate tomatoes:
i Ta” ‘vining’ varieties that erow & bear fruit continuous|9 until cold or frost stops them.

5
2 To keep these P!ants under control Pinch out side shoots, remove toP of Plant when it reaches about 1 S m (5 Pc.), stake

2 Goocl for short growing seasons, small gardens & containers for Patio, deck or ba!cong.

them well or grow them against a fence or trellis.

5 5
Examp]es: ‘Sweet 100, ‘Ear!g Gir]’, ‘Bet’cer Bog’. page 1



dwarf indeterminate tomatoes:
i These tomatoes combine the best characteristics of both determinate & indeterminate tomatoes: they remain a compact size,
roduce fruit all season long & require no Pruning.
2 Pestfor small space gardens & containers on the balcong or patio or Perhaps even hanging baskets.

Examp]es: ‘Tin9 Tim, +H uskﬁ Cherrg’, N us‘<3 Go!d’, ‘Tumb er.
staking or caging?

indeterminate tomatoes: use sturdy stakes at least 2.5 cm (1”) thick and 1.8 m (6 ft.) high. [ammer them into the
grounc{ about 30 cm ('l Z”) from the Plants‘ SCcurc Plants as ’cl’xcg grow with soft ties to avoid c{amage to stems. Othcr
supports include tall trellises & metal spiral tomato stakes.

determinate tomatoes: usc commcrcia”y available tomato cages or short sturclg stakes.
in containers

i (Grow in containers largc cnouglﬁ to allow Forgoocl root growth - atleast 30 cm (12”) wide & decp.
2 USC a ligh’c soil mixture such as PLANTER BOX MIX with a handful of lime added.

3 Determinate varieties are Probab]3 best for containers but indeterminate varieties are cer‘tain]g an oPtion when grown in
!argc Po’cs with s’curc{g supports.

4 (Choose alocation with Plcntg of sun, warmth égooc{ air circulation.

5 j:crti]ize with slow-release 14-14-1 4, a water soluble tomato food or LIOUID SEAWEED.

6 Makc sure Pots are well watered csPccia”g cluring hot, c{rg summer weather.

7 Harvest fruitas it ripcns.

TIP...miniature tomatoes such as ‘Tin}j Tim’ can be grown inais5cm (6”) Pot on asunny window sill indoors.

TKY...’TumbleH, ‘Red Cherrg’, ‘Ye”ow Fear’, ‘Ye”ow Cherrg’ in hanging baskets.

troubleshooting
surviving late blight

symptoms:
Blackened shoots, dark lesions on stems & water soaked or black areas on leaves. [Truit will also become infected. USuang
appears in late summer after a rainfall.

prevention:
i Fiant tomatoes under ovcrl’langs or Provic{c a temporary shelter made with clear Plastic.
2 Water at ground level on!g; keep Fo]iage as dry as Possible.
3 Begin a spray program with Copper Spray as soon as plants are Plantec! out. (ontinue to spray until dr9 weather in
mid-summer but start again when inclement weather threatens.
4 |f disecase was Prcscnt the Prcvious year, Plant tomatoes in a different location.
5 Kemove dead & dying vines & dispose of them (don’t put them in the compost).
6 Monitor your P!ants on a dai!g basis & quicklg remove any 5uspicious leaves.

blossom end rot

symptoms:
Fruits begin to rot at the blossom end. Caused bg uneven watering & lack of calcium.

prevention:
i \/\/ater deeplg, even]g & regu]arly.
2 Adc] a handful of lime (contains ca!cium) when P!anting.
3 ]Fyour Plant deve[ops the discase 5Prinl<|e lime around the P]ants & wateritin. The Problem will ‘magica”g’ disappear.

deciphering disease
resistant symbols

\/arietg labels marked with these sgmbo]s indicate resistance
to the Fo”owing diseases that may affecttomatoes. Eg. Roma

maple leaf
garden centres

VI~ \/crtici“ium & [Fusarium wilt resistant.

V - Verticillium wilt <’CU”SU5> 1343 lynn valley rd. north van. 604-985-1784
F - Fusarium wilt (Fungus) 2558 haywood ave. west van. 604-922-2613

N ~ Ncmatodes (dctramcntal microscopic worms)
T~ Tabacco mosaic (virus)

A - Alternaria (Fungus) page 2



