IPhodos

the basics

[t's a simplc fact: if you live on the West Coast you can grow great Rtwoc{oc]cndrons! Thcsc Ptants are naturals here &
fit into our rainforest setting as it ttuey were born to it. Rtuodos have three main rcquirements & if you can Provicle
them your rhodos will be best on the block!

a rhodoe’s reauirements
I Aconstant SUPP]9 of moisture. Qurrainfall usua”g covers this Point with the cxccption of the summer & carlg fallmonths when
additional watering is a necessity.

2 \/erg goocl clrainage. Draina

ge may have to be imProvecl in areas where water stands without clraining away within a few
minutes.

3 | oose, well aerated acidic soil. 50” can be imProvecl bg aclcling peat moss &
bark mulch to the Planting hole & surrouncling areas.

planting

T o avoid future Prob]ems, choose rhodo varieties that will grow to the correct
size for the space in which you want to P]ant them (see our ‘RHODO
REFERENCE GUIDE? for plant characteristics). F!ant rhodos with the toP
of the rootball level with the soil surface: do not P]ant them any cleeperl
Dig your P]anting hole a similar size to the rootba”J add peat moss & bark

mulch & incorPorate into the soil in the hole. F]ace your P]ant at the correct
clepth) fill around the P]ant with soi], firmin !ight[g (remember rhodos like loose

light

Rl’]OC{OS CTFy ]CU“ sun or clapplccl stwaclc in our c]imatc. AS a genera! T'U]C t!’]é sma”er t}’le ]eaves thC more sun 90[,11" rl’lOC}O

soi]l) & water in well.

requircs. oo much shade results in lank growttw & too few flowers. Some rhodo varieties that will tolerate shade well include
‘Jean Marie de Montague’ (red b!ooms), ‘Bow Bc”s’ (Pink b[ooms), ‘Furpte Splenclor’ (Purple b]ooms), ‘umque’ (Pir\‘(
buds open to cream), & ‘Snow Lacly’ (wtnite b!ooms). 566 our ‘RHODO REFERENCE GUIDE? for more information.

fertilizing

]t will be casy to remember to feed your rhodos if you follow the old rule ‘once before thcy bloom & once after Hooming.’
(se a fertilizer that has been dcsigncd for rhodos & other acicuoving plamts such as FVERGRO 10-8-12 RHODO & AZALF A

FOOD. .
muliching

...is the secret to growing healthy rhododendrons! USC bark mu]ch, Pimc needles or leaf mould (ic. compostind lcavcs) to

5
hclp create the damp, cool soil that rhodos love. Mound mulch around each plant to the driplinc but away from the main
stem (see illustration below). [Tor young P]ants the mulch should be 2.5to3.5cm (1”7 to 1.57) thick. For older estab-

grass c]iPPings. Applg mulch when you Plant &

lished Ptants use up to 1 5cm (6”) of mulch. Do not use Pcat moss or g

then Qcarlg in autumn.

deadheading
Shou]d ] or shouldn’t ]? Rhodos PUt alot of energy into making seed. Bg dcac”ﬁcac]img (rcmoving) the spent flowers
you release this energy into imProvcd P]ant growth & Probablg more flower buds for

the next year. Flants look tidier too. SODOIT!

to prune or not to prune

]t care has been taken to choose the right rhodo variety for the Planting sight) Pruning

should be unnecessary except toremove clcac}, diseased or clamagecl branches orto shapc

the Ptar\t. ]t old rhodos have become unsight!g or overgrown thcg can be hard Prunecl to

create new growtti or Prunecl bg rcmoving one third of old growth each yearovera three
ear Periocl. Note that Pruning rhodos results in fewer flowers. rﬂowever) if a

rhododendron has outgrown its Position it is better to move it than to prune it.
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why doesn*t iy rhodo biloom?

]F your rhodo is Failing to bloom assess the go]lowing...

i Water...vital for bud set.
2 FCF’CiIiZiﬂC’...OﬂCC re-bloom & once post-bloom.

i P P or ,
3 nght...rhodos won’t set flower buds well if llght levels are too low (le. too much

shac!el).

4 F]anting depth...planting your rhodo too decp can cause it to stop blooming.

rhododendron companions

o ,
:DT”OWH’}:D

Gooc’ companion Pfants for rhododendrons should cnj09 the same soils &
rhodo growth. Theg also should hclp to ‘comp]cte the Picture’ adding colour, texture & variety to create a successful

rhododendron P!anting.

o conditions that favour healthg

trees

thn choosingtrecs take into account their decorative value in all respects: bark, folia e, blossom & autumn co]ouring. Avoid

ot
)

very largc growing trees that create dense shade. ]F your garden has a lot of existing large evergreen trees choose shade

tolerant rhodos. Some suggestions are Jacqucmonti Birch, Robinia Trisia’, Fissardi F]um, Japancse Maplcs, Katsura
& Dogwoods.

shrubs
When combining shrubs with rhodos look for contrasting colours & textures, Howcring times & of course ultimate size.
ge. A]so, carlier &

later b]ooming shrubs fill in before or after the rhodos bloom. Somc suggestions are evergreen & deciduous Azalcas, Fieris
japonica, E!eagnus, Came“ias, Daphne ocJora, Ka]mia, Magno]ias, Skimmia, \/ibumums, Enkianthus, [Heaths & Heatlwers,
Sarcococca humilis, chlrangea s, Aucuba, Witchhazc], Dwarf E_vcrgrcens, Cotinus ‘Rogal Furple’,

thsocarpus ‘Diabolo’ & ‘Dart’s Golcl’.

For examP]e, a splash of golc] or CJCCP Purp]c ?oliage contrasts bcauti?u”g with dCCP green rhodo folia

groundcovers
Many groundcover P]ants can Provide a luxurious carpet between rhododendrons & also Pen[orm the clu‘cg of s’chqing
weeds while rhodo P]antimgs fill'in. Choosc P]ants that will not interfere with the very shallow root systems of rhodos.
Some suggestions: Bunchbcrry, E_Pimeclium, Wintcrgrcen, | amium varicties, Fcriwinue, Dwarf Lingonbcrry,

Sarcoccocca humilis, Rubus calcgnoiclcs, E_vergrcen Ferns, Wl]C{ Gingers (Asarum varieties).

perennials, crmamental grasses & bulbs
Tl’vesc can Provicle colour & comP]emcn’c rhodos from earlg sPring ’chrough late fall. Fockcts of sPring bulbs look
charming P]antecl between rhodos. Some suggestions: Fulmonaria) Ga]ium <chet Woodrmcg, Lacly’s Mant]e, r‘jarclg
Gcraniums, Bergenia, fﬂc”cbores) f'jostas, So]omon’s Sea]) f'jarclg I:ems) Tiarc”a, Heuchcra, Campanula

varieties, Euphorbias, Astilbe, | uzula (Grass, (Carex grasses, Blue [Tescues, [ {akonechloa ‘Aurea’, Japanese Blood
(srass, Tulips, Narcissi, Anemone blanc}a, Cgc]amen neapo!itanum & morel!

rhodos in rockeries
USC clwancgrowiﬂg varieties that reach no more than 90cm (}Ft) high. There are many dwarf rhodos to choose from. For
ixa:]:wlc Baden Padern’ (rch, ‘Shamrock’ (grecnisl%ye”ow)) ‘Ramapo’ (Piﬂkishwiole’c), ‘Brickdus’c’ (orange~rose>, ‘Snow
_ady.
rhodos for large gardens

Sometimes we want rhododendrons that will grow tall to create a screen or be in scale in a big garclen. [Jere are a few

suggestions: ‘Anna Rose Whitncy’ (c{eep rose Pink), | em’s Monarch’ ([ight Pin‘( e&gecl with dark Pink)) ‘Furple Splenclor’
(Purple with a black blotch) & ‘Roseum Elcgans’ (rongi!ac).

about indumentum

A number of rhodos have a feature called indumentum that can be exploitccl }39 the clever gardener. On these

varieties the undersides of the leaves are coated with a soft velvetg fuzz. Orange, bronze, fawn or 5ilvcr9 white in co]ourJ
indumentum contrasts hanclsome]g with the green upper surface of leaves. ]t also appears a!ong the stems & topsicles of
leaves on new growth of some rhodo varieties. Thc etfect can be striking, cspecia”g when rhodos are Plantcc{ where thcy
ge indumentum; tHansel
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with orange on stems & toPsiclcs of leaves; K en Janeck’ with Pa!e orange fuzz on the leaves’ undersides & white on the

stems; ‘Mist Maiden’ with soft fawn indumentum. ma Ill[‘ lcﬂfl
_I.[HI'[II." ncenlres  poge2

can be viewed from below. A few varieties with attractive indumentum are T red Feste’ with oran

K



