groundcovers

When most /ocop/c ook at groundcovers f/zcy /nvar/aé/y imagine low-maintenance, covcr~t/76~ground /D/anfs & yes, a
mass of vy will do f/zat, but with a little t/zoug/zf & imagination you can do so much more.

Cyrouna/covcrs can transtorm a bare 5/0P/'n‘g/>an,é mnto a a/c/{g/n‘ forthe cyc as wellas prevent the bank from crod/n(g

away. T/?Cﬂ can rcp/acc the lawn where grass refuses to thrive. T/ICﬂ can cover the bare grouna/ between shrubs &7[///
in between pa ving stones & a/ong 53/‘0’@/7 pa ths or stairwa 1Y5.

Loo/< at the variations in leat texture, co/our, size & shape. Jnstead of a lot of one i'/zing W/y not /D/ant compa tible
combinations? Cons/a/cr fall or winter co/our, berries Ofanﬂ), Howers & their season of bloom. Add spr/'ng Howering

S
bulbs that will naturalize among the (grounc/covcrs for seasonal colour. /nsta// a birdba f/z, écnc/i, gazcéo, Fonaf statue
or interesting boulders as accents.
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Br/hg/hg fogct/zcra variety of elements will create an cvcr~c/75ngmg d/’sp/ay for ycaﬂround colour & interest, yet

planning & planting

i Care?u”g ana]gzc !iglﬁt, soil & moisture conditions then select P!ants to match your site.

2 Modi?y your soi], if necessary, with manure, compost or peat moss. Yourgoal isa !oose, rich soil with both goocl c]rainagc
& water retention capabi]ities.

3 Dig the P!anting holes & add a handful of bonemeal.

& USing ]anclscapc fabric in the area to be P!antecl goes a ]ong way in cliscouraging weeds. See us for more instruc-
tions if needed .

5 Water regu!ar]y for the first year or until the Plants are well-established.

6 Fcr‘cilizc every spring with an a”~PurPose fertilizer such as 6-8~6 or 14-14-14 to kcep 3ourgroundcovcr thick &

vigorous.

choosing the right plant

SELECT THE RIGHT PLANT FOR THE RIGHT SITUATION!
For exam lc, if you need to cover a steep slope & suppress erosion, choose plants with vigorous undereround root
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systems such as Hypericum or Fygmg Bamboo. TI"IC network of roots will hclp to hold the soil in Placc. In shacly sites

make sure your choices are shade tolerant so thcg will be able to withstand low light levels.

groundcovers for full sun
THESE GROUNDCOVERS DO WELL WITH 6 HOURS OF MID-DAY SUN PER DAY: Dergenia, Plue [Fescue, (Ceanothus gloriosus,
Cotoncastch CrecPing Thgmq Day]i]ics, Elgmus (Lyme Grass}, E_uonymus, Gcnista Vancouver Go]d’, Gcranium
macrorrhizum, HCBH’TCF, He]iantlﬁemum, Hypcricum (51: Jo[’m’s Wort), ]vgJ Juniper, Kinnikinnick (Vancouvcr Jadc),
Vaccinium (Lingonbcrry), Litlﬁoc{ora, Fotcnti”a ‘Yc”ow Gcm’, Ribbon Grass, 53]8], Sédlim.

groundcovers for shade
THESE GROUNDCOVERS GROW WELL WITH LESS THAN 6 HOURS OF SUN FER DAY. | HOSE UNDERLINED WILL TOLERATE LESS
THAN 2 HOURS OF SUN PER DAY: ,Aguga, Alchemi”a mollis (Lac!g’s Mantlc), Asarum (wild gingers), Astilbc, Conva”aria maialis
(Lil3~o1c~thc~\/a”cg), Coryc{a[is, Comus canadensis (Bunchbcrrg), Carcx morrowii (Japanase Sedge), Daglf{ics,
Dicentra (Bleeding Hcarts), I Pimedium, E_uongmus, Hardg Ferns, (alium odoratum (Sweet \Woodruff), Gau]tlﬁeria
rocumbens (Wintergreen), Perennia! Geranium, fﬂakonec}ﬂ]oa ‘Aureo!a’ (C]o]clen Forest Grass), rﬂostas, }”louttugm’a,
Tso’coma (Blue Star Crceper), lvg { é]c’erian, I ng]ism, [ amium (Silver Nett]c), Luzu!a grass, Liriope (Lilg~tunc), Lgsimac}wia,
Mahonia repens, Fachysanc}ra, Sagina subulata (]rish Moss), Sa]al, iiarcococca, Saxhcraga | ondon Fric{e’, SO]eiro]ia

(Babg’s Tears), Tiare”a, \Vinca (Fcriwimkfc\, \/io]a odorata & many more!

those *special’ situations
dry soil
Once Cstablishcd, ‘clﬁcse P]ants are very c{rought tolcrant. Watcr rcgularlﬂ for thc first yearorso & thcrcaﬁtcr on]y during

)
extended Pcriods of c{rought. (Groundcovers for this situation include: Astilbe ‘Fumila’, Blue [Tescue, Cistus,

Cotoneaster, E_uongmus, Genis’ca “\ancouver Go]cl’, Geranium macrorrlwizum, Hc]ianthcmum, Junipcr, Kinnikinnick
(Vancouver Jadc), | amium (Silver Nettlel Sa]a], Sarcococca, Seclum, Scmpervivums (fﬂlens & C}vicks), rlgpericum
<5t. John’s Wor’c), Rubus, Vinca (Feriwink!e). page 1



steep siopes or banks
These P]ants are valued for erosion control. ]n very steep situations you may want to consider stabilizing the slope with
wire mesh before Planting. or fun create a ‘stream’ effect with plants (]vy banked bg Cotoncastcr) or river rock. |n
shadc, use Hakoncch]oa Grass asa go]den ‘waterfall’ near the top of the bank. Other grounclcovcrs for this
situation include: Fggmg Bamboo, Cistus, Cotoneas’cer, Daglilies, Elymus (Lgme Grass), Sworcl Fern, Os’criclﬁ Fern,
Wood [Tern ‘Ro})usta’, (Genista ‘Vancouver Go]cl’, rﬂeathcr, f'wpericum <St John’s \Nort), ]vg, | amium <5i]vcr
Nett!e), Junipers, Salal, Vinca (Feriwink]e)) \/irginia Creeper.

mass planting in larce areas
Always use odd numbers of P]ants (5, 5 or morc) rather than even. Using ]arge numbers of just one type of P]ant will look like a
solid mass. USinga variety of Plants in different heights & slﬁapes will add depth & dimension. | he go]lowing are goocl
‘SPreaclers’ that often need a large areato be Fu”y aPPreciatcd: ,Ay'uga, Fygmy Bamboo, Cotoneaster, Thrcad]emc Cgprcss,

E!ymus (Lﬂme Grassl E_uongmus) Gcnista ‘\/ancouver C]o]cl’, rﬂcatlﬁers) f'jypericum (St John’s Wor’c), ]sotoma
(Blue Star Crccper>, ]vg, Junipers, Kinnikinnick (\/ancouver Jade), Mugho Fines, Rubus, Sa]a], \inca (Fcriwinkle).

lavwn alternatives

Does your lawn survive as oPPosec} to thrive? Are you tired of mowing

g, watering, Ferti!izing) weeding, etc? Did you

know...
.Jawn alternatives are }Decoming more Popu!ar as a low-maintenance substitution for grass;
..all of our selections are evergreen;

~-you can dot your p]antccl area with sPring~ﬂowcrinv bulbs for seasonal colour?!
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[f we've got your attention have a look at some of our suggestions forlawn substitutes: Roman Chamomilc, Cotoneaster,

Euonymus, Blue ]:escue) Genis’ca Vancouver Golcl’, }ﬂgpericum (St Jo}m’s V\/ort)) ]vg, JuniPers, Moss (]rish &
Scotcm, Facl’vgsanclra, Kubus, SC&um) Crccping Thymc.

between paving stones

L OW GROWING PLANTS THAT TOLERATE A BIT OF FOOT TRAFFIC: Acaena, Antennaria, Corsican Mint, Cotula, [edyotis
(}”lous’corsia), lsotoma (B!ue Star Crceper), Moss (lrish & Scotch), Crccping Specclwc”, CrccPing Tl’vgme.

in rock cardens

GREAT ADDITIONS TO ALL THE NOOK.S & CRANNY’S OF AROCKERY OR STONE WALL: Acaena, Alyssum saxatile, Antennaria,

Arabis, Arenaria, Armeria, Campanulas, Candytm&c, Cerastium, B]aci@LeaF Clover, Corsican Mint, Dianthus
de]toides, Fragaria, Helianthcmum, Hedgotis (Hous‘conia), |sotoma (Blue Star Crecper}, Moss (lrish & Scotch),

Sedum, Scmpervivums (rﬂens & Chic‘cs), Creeping Speeclwe”, Creeping Thgme, \/io]a odorata.

under trees & shrubs

SHADEALOVING PLANTS TOLERANT OF COMPETITION FROM TREE. ROOTS FOR WATER & NUTRIENTS: Conva”a ria maja]is
(Li]y~o¥~thc~\/a”eg), Cornus canadensis, E_Pimcc]ium, Ga]ium odoratum (chet Woodrmcg, Gaultheria Procumbcns

(Wintergreen), Hcdgotis, ]vg, Lamium, Lgsimachia, Vaccinium (Lingonberrg}, Vinca (Feriwinklc).

shrubs as groundcovers
CONSIDER SOME. OF THESE LOW GROWING PLANTS FOR INTERESTING HEIGHT & FOLIAGE. VARIATIONS: Ccanotl‘zus) Clematis,

Thread]emﬁ Cypress, Hebc, Japancse Ho”y, fHemlock ‘chdc]oh’, Junipcr‘Bfuc Carpet’, Juniper‘Bluc Star’, Mugho
Fimc, chct’cga, ‘Carpet’ Roses, Viburnum davidii.

alternative groundcovers (mulilches)

[f you have a difficult site such as dry, dense shade under Iarge conifers or ]ow~1imbcc!, shallow-rooted trees where no

groundcover Plantin

Puttin

O

g in the mulch lag down a layer or two of black landscape fabric to Prevent weeds from growing in the mulch.

g seems to thrivc, mulches like bark mulch, lava rock, river rock or peca gravel can be used. Bmcorc

= maple leaf ¥«

garden centres

1343 lynn valley rd. north van. 604-985-1784
\ 2558 haywood ave. west van. 604-922-2613 N page 2



