Ormamental Crasses

/D resent 5ardcn c/cs{gn ideas have Ec(gun to reflect a new awareness of the links between creative cxprcss/on and rever-

ence for the /ar:gcr cco/og . We want p/ani’s that are at the same time /nspinhg to the eye and conserving of our natural

resources. 7776 focus is on the use of native /o/ani' materials and groups of p/ani's that are casy to maintain and /<ccp

O [

attractive, that speak to us through the season, enhance our homes and our //'vcs, while taking little away from the
O/:namcn tal grasses could not be more COITT/DafIZ?/C with this new gara/en/'ng P/N/OSO/D/Iﬂ.

environment.
Grasscs are easy, t/7r1’v1h‘g mna /argc range of climates and cultural conditions. F ro/ocr(g chosen i'/zcy can contribute

more bea uty to the carden with less maintenance than any other cfroau/p of, P/ants. C ombine them with ﬁowcr/hgpcrcnn/é/s,

el S

dccfduous and cvergreen 5/7/7155 O)[ vary/ng textures and co/ours an

g create a gara/en z[u// O)[ 5@/@ and year round nterest.

what grasses contribute

i sound & movement - grasses move and sway in the s!ightes’c breeze rustling and singing nature’s song,.

2 !iglﬂ: & translucencg -leaves and the \qowering Plumes of grasses back lit or side lit }33 the sun take on an unrivalled
!uminositg; this quali’cg is cspecia”y valuable in winter when other plants are at their lowest ebb.

% (:Iualfty O{: Iine ~ some grasses are vertical in line while others hold their leaves with curving sinuous grace aclding a
strong lincar presence to the garden.

4 Form, texture & scale ~ shaPcs of grassesvary from low tufted mounds to nearlg sgmmetrica] fountains and irrcgular
cascaclcs; texture can be ultra-fine to coarse; size may vary in scale from 30cm (i 2”) to giants that attain 5m (I 51[{:); these
clements in combination form a well designed gardcn.

5 COIOUI‘—- stecly b!uc, bright green, cl'wartreuse, 3e”ow and red are all colours on the ornamental grass Paiette.

cool or warm season?

senerally divided into 2 categories:
Y g

To help you choosc ornamental grasses you should know that thcg are g

COOl season grasses
These grasses like cool weather. Thcg also....
growth in late winter, have lots of Fo]iage by earlg sPring and flower anytime from late winter to carly summer.

* .80 dormant in hot summer weather so cfiP back in July for lush new

Va riegatum’ or \/aricgatecl Bu]bous Oat (srass.

*..some stay evergreen in mild climates but may sufferin summer heat so sheer back in late winter to remove last 9car’s

. ...bcgin

growth in fall. eg. Arrhenathcrum bulbosum

Fo]iagc ancl a”ow ‘FOI‘ Frcslﬂ new growth. Cg. B]UC Y:CSCUC or I:cstuca g]auca.

Warim season grasses
These grasses Prexcer it hot. Thcg also...
<, grow fast in warm summer weather and flower near summers end.
U Go dormant in winter so cut back to the grounc’ in late winter before new

o Bcgin to grow late in sprin

growth begins.

U Examp]es include Miscanthus varieties and Fcnnisetum varieties.

Fovy.i

Knowing all of this, you should be aware that cool season grasses may need camouflaging while dormant in summer.

55
Situate other Plants with summer interest around them to mask the dormant grass until fresh new

in fall.

growth appears

Warm scason grasscs often take on autumnal tones as tcmperaturcs cool in 1Ca”, heightening their ornamental

gO!ClCﬂ or straw CO!OUFCCI anc} ]C]OWCF heads

remain decorative aclciir\g seasonal interest to the garden. \ N
N \

qua]ities. [T ven when comP]ctcb dormant in winter, stalks can be



grasses in the sarden

Grasscs are a stunninglﬂ versatile group of P[ants ottcring the home

cardener mgriad Possibilitics, limited onlg bg the

1,

5
scope of the imagination.

5
* Largc specimcns in garcicn borc!ers, near Pools, bg Ponds and watersides.
* Groundcovcrs and lawn substitutes.
* Mass Ptantings and broad sweeps along borclcrs, Pathways, stairways, etc.
* Containcr subjects in pots and P]antcrs.
* Contrasting texture and counterpoint to t]owering Percnnials in mixed borders.

* All grass borders.
* Partners to sPring bulbs in beds and naturalized rifts.

Planting Care X maintenance

=
rasses are amongst the easiest of Plants to grow and maintain. Most Pretertu” sun but will tolerate some

As mentioned earlier

shade though their

8

growth may be somewhat more lax and less uPright. While most grasses appreciate a well drained,

rcasonab]y fertile ]oam, many kinds are very adaptablc to less than Pertcct soils. Thcg seldom need ter‘ti!izing except when
grown in pots and Planters. An aPP]ication of 14~14~14 slow release fertilizer in earlg SPring and another in summer will do the
trick. Drougt)t tolerance is another desirable feature of ornamcnta]grasses: regularwatcring is recommended for new Plantings
while established Pfants can usua”g get bg with little extra water.

great combos to try
1 Miscanthus Yaku Jima’ fronted 139 massed [Tennisetum ‘Mouc{rg’, then Spanisn | avender ‘Otto Qpast’, Blue

Fescue & tina”g Woo”g Tl’zyme, with \/erbena bonariensis (ta” stems, Purp]c t]owers) between Miscanthus and

Fennisetum.

2 Stipa tenuissima (Mexican [Teather Grass), FPennisetum ‘Mouclrg’, Ponica rose (Pink), Astcrtrikartii Monch’ (bluc~
violet), Artemesia ‘\/a]erie Finnis’ <5i]ver> & Diascia ‘Blacktnorn Apricot’ (Pinl(ish~Peact1).
3 Miscanthus ‘Strictus’, \/erbcna bonariensis (ta” stems, Purp]e t]owers), Kuc{bcckia ‘Cjo[dsturm’ (gotclen 56]]ow).
4 [elictotrichon (Bluc Oat Grass), Miscanthus purpurascens, Pronze Fenncl, \/erbascum bombgciterum (Mu”cin),
Stachgs bgzantina (Lamb’s Ear) & Blue Fescuc.
5 Narcissus ‘February Cjo[d’ or ‘Tlﬂatia’ bulbs in a large drift interP]antecl with Bluc Fescue. Or tall Pink or mauve
tulips P]antecl amongst [Helictotrichon (B]ue Oat Grass).
6 Miscanthus purpurascens, Rudbcckia ‘Rustic Mixture’ & SCC{UI’H ‘Autumn Joy’.

maple leaf°s top 10

favourite grasses...
i Helictotrichon (Blue Qat (Grass) shade dyswellers

2 Hakonechloa macra “Aureola’ Some ornamental grasses that Pretcr shade:
(Japanese [Torest C;rass) Mi”ium effusum (Go]dcn Mi”ct Grass)
3 Fennisetum ‘Rubrum’ (FurP!c ountain (Grass) Luzula sPccics (Wood Kush)
(hot ha rdg~trcat as annual) [Hakonechloa macra  Aureola’ UaPancsc [orest (irass)
4 Panicum Frairie Skies’ (Switch (Grass) (Chasmanthium latifolium (Sea Oats - also tolerates sun)
5 [estuca g]auca ‘E]Uah B]ue’ (B]ue Fescue) Carex SPCCiCS
6 ]mPcrata cg]inc{rica ‘Red Barorn’
(Japanese Plood (Grass)

7 Fcnnisetum a]oPecuroic}es ‘Hame]in’

(Dwanc Fountain C]rass)

8 (Carextestacea

(Orange New / ealand Sedge) maple leaf

9 Stipa tunuissima gar(lell celltl.es

(Mexi Feather (G ) 1343 lynn valley rd. north van. 604-985-1784
exican | eather (rass 2558 haywood ave. west van. 604-922-2613

10 Carex morrowii ‘E_vcrgo]d’ (varicgated Japanesc Sedgc) page 2




